
Woodland Opera House Board of Trustees – Special Meeting 
Meeting Minutes 

September 29, 2025; 7:30 p.m. 

 
Location/Platform: Woodland Opera House (WOH) Third Floor Meeting Room 

 
Meeting Notice: This was a special meeting of the Woodland Opera House Board of Trustees (BOT). 
 

Board Trustees Present: (Marked P if Present in Person, Z if Present via Zoom, E if Excused, A if Absent) 

 

Officers 

P Jia-Min Rosendale - President P Emily Delk - Secretary 

P Lauren Jones - Vice President P Grace Wheeler - Chief Financial Officer 

P Gil Sebastian - Past President    

 

Trustees 

P Lou Anderson P Marc Hutt E Miyo Uchida 

P Steve Cairns E Suzi Ishikawa E Janelle Villalva, Guild Pres. 

E Ryan Gordon-Morgan P Jenna Moncrief, City Rep P Amy Woodman 

P Ashley Hill E Amber Robinson-Burmester   

 

A quorum was present. 

 

Additional Non-Voting Meeting Attendees:  

Staff 

E Tom Burmester 

 

Student Representative 

E Anna Coleman 

 

Guests:  

- No guests were present. 

Agenda 

1. Call to Order and Introductions 

2. Roll Call to Establish Quorum 

3. Approval of Agenda 

4. Public Comment on Agenda Items 

5. Discussion and Action Items 

6. Next Steps 

7. Adjournment 

 

 



Agena Item Discussion Points Decision 

• Call to Order and 

Introductions 
• Call to order at 7:37 by Jia-Min 

Rosendale, Pres. 

• Reason for Special Meeting – to review 
and discuss letter of concern and 
potential legal action sent by 
community member, Matthew Abergel, 
to the City of Woodland (City) sighting 
grievances with the WOH. 

 

• N/A 

• Roll Call • Roll Call to establish quorum. 
 

• Quorum was present. 

• Approval of Agenda • Motion to approve Agenda made by: 
Ashley Hill; Seconded by Amy 
Woodman. 

 

• Agenda approved. 

• Public Comment on 
Agenda Items 

• Members of the public may address the 
Board on items listed in this agenda. 

 

• No guests present for 
public comment. 

• Discussion and 
Action Items 

• Review of governance concerns 
(Information Only) 

o Acknowledge receipt of external 

correspondence from 

community member. 

o Clarify that the individual is not 

a current Board member, 

employee, or volunteer. 

o Public Comment will be heard 

before Board Discussion. 

• Abergel has requested public 

documents weekly from the City and 

the State to build an argument that 

WOH is subject to the Brown Act. 

• While the Woodland City Attorney had 

previously agreed that the WOH was 

not subject to the Brown Act, a 

subsequent review of Abergel’s letter 

and historical documents led to a 

revised opinion. The City Attorney has 

now acknowledged that it could be 

argued that the WOH may fall under 

the scope of the Brown Act, due to 

several unique nuances related to its 

formation and original intent; the City 

recommends that the WOH operate in 

compliance with the Brown Act moving 

forward until the issue is resolved. 

• WOH has agreed to abide by the 

Brown Act at this time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Engagement of Legal Counsel 

(Discussion/Action) 

o Lauren Jones presented 

rationale for engaging legal 

counsel specializing in 

municipal law and public policy; 

Jones has contacted two firms 

that specialize in this area of 

law: Richard Rios of Olson 

Remcho, LLP and Mona 

Ebrahimi of Kronick. 

o Legal counsel recommendation 

and costs: Both lawyers 

provided hourly rates and 

retainer fees, but it’s not 

possible to give a total cost until 

they begin the research. 

o Public Comment 

o Board Discussion 

i. Jones recommends 
Ebrahimi based on 
longevity with the firm 
and estimated lower 
fees. 

ii. Motion to hire Ebrahimi 
at Kronick to represent 
WOH with regards to the 
Brown Act made by: 
Ashley Hill; Seconded 
by: Lauren Jones 

iii. Motion to approve 
unbudgeted expense to 
secure legal counsel to 
cover $5K retainer and 
fees up to an additional 
$10K at which time 
Board will review future 
expense made by: 
Lauren Jones; 
Seconded by Amy 
Woodman. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• No guests present for 
public comment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Motion to hire Ebrahimi 
at Kronick to represent 
WOH with regard to the 
Brown Act passes. 

 

• Motion to approve 
unbudgeted expense to 
secure legal counsel 
passes. 

• Next Steps • It was discussed that the Board will 
review with Tom Burmester the most 
appropriate fund from which to pay for 
legal expenses, and that a vote to 
approve moving monies between 
funds, if necessary, would be added to 
the agenda for the next regularly 
scheduled Board meeting. 

• We will hold discussion 
and vote at next 
meeting to allocate 
funds to cover legal 
expenses. 

• Adjournment   



Follow-Up Action Items 

Action Item Responsible Person Due Date 

Add discussion and vote to allocate funds to cover legal expenses to 

October 8 WOH BOT meeting. 

Jia-Min Rosendale 10/3/25 

Contact Mona Ebrahimi at Kronick to represent WOH with regards to 

the Brown Act. 

Lauren Jones 10/15/25 

   

   

   

   

   

 

Proposed Agenda/Items Tabled for Next Meeting 

● Discussion and vote to allocate funds to cover legal expenses. 

 

Meeting Adjourned: 8:55pm 

 

Next Meeting 

Date & Time: October 8, 2025; 6:30pm 

Location / Platform: Woodland Opera House 3rd Floor Meeting Room 

 

Other Upcoming Meetings and Events: 

● Finance Committee Meeting: October 6, 2025; 6:30pm 

● Executive Committee Meeting - TBD 
● Beetlejuice, Jr.: October 17-26, 2025 

 
 
Minutes Submitted by: Emily Delk, Secretary 

Date Submitted: October 3, 2025 

 

 

 

 



Vote Talley’s from Motions Listed Above: (Marked Y if Yes, N if No, A if Abstained, E if Excused) 

 

Motion: to hire Ebrahimi at Kronick to represent WOH regarding the Brown Act. 

 

Officers 

Y Jia-Min Rosendale - President Y Emily Delk - Secretary 

Y Lauren Jones - Vice President Y Grace Wheeler - Chief Financial Officer 

Y Gil Sebastian - Past President    

 

Trustees 

A Lou Anderson Y Marc Hutt E Miyo Uchida 

A Steve Cairns E Suzi Ishikawa E Janelle Villalva, Guild Pres. 

E Ryan Gordon-Morgan A Jenna Moncrief, City Rep Y Amy Woodman 

Y Ashley Hill E Amber Robinson-Burmester   

 

Motion: to approve unbudgeted expense to secure legal counsel to cover $5K retainer and fees up to an 
additional $10K at which time Board will review future expense. 

 

Officers 

Y Jia-Min Rosendale - President Y Emily Delk - Secretary 

Y Lauren Jones - Vice President Y Grace Wheeler - Chief Financial Officer 

Y Gil Sebastian - Past President    

 

Trustees 

Y Lou Anderson N Marc Hutt E Miyo Uchida 

A Steve Cairns E Suzi Ishikawa E Janelle Villalva, Guild Pres. 

E Ryan Gordon-Morgan A Jenna Moncrief, City Rep Y Amy Woodman 

Y Ashley Hill E Amber Robinson-Burmester   

 


